CHAPTER VIII

civilization of Burmah, and other Indo-
Chinese countries, is ascribed by legend and
by the native historians to invaders from India.
And these are connected with the Naga people of
Magadha, and of the north and west of India.

The ancient navigators, too, who carried the
Brahmanical and Buddhist religions, the worship
of the Naga, and the Sanscrit or Pali language
to Java, Sumatra, and even to distant Celebes,
were Indian people, And they were, doubtless,
descendants of those Asura dwellers in the ocean,
which are mentioned in the Mahabharata, and
have been already referred to.

From Tamralipti, now Tamluk, and from other
ports on the Bay of Bengal, adventurers, both
military and mercantile, found their way to
Burmah and the countries beyond. That many,
if not most, of these were of Naga race is shown
by the traditions which refer to them, and by
the sculptured remains which they have left
behind.

We learn from the Maharajaweng that, before
the birth of Buddha, Abhi raja left Kapilavastu
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